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A Reading Challenge for Newborns to Pre-Ks

Every parent wants their
child to succeed, and one of
the surest steps on the path
to success begins with what
researchers call pre-literacy
skills.

“The more a child is read to,
the more pre-literacy skills
they’re going to have when it
comes to being a good reader,”
said Karen Allen, the Youth
Services Coordinator at the
Lawrence Public Library. “And
the research is pretty clear—
the better reader you are, the
better you’ll do in school, and
being better educated will help
you be successful later in life.”
Earlier this year, the library

launched “1000 Books Before
Kindergarten,” a campaign
meant to encourage families
to read to their youngsters, from
newborns to pre-school age.
More than 200 families have

joined the initiative, which
includes prizes, recognition,
encouragement, and lots of fun.
“Every book counts,” Allen

said. “It can be the same books
four times in a row, or it can
be “Brown Bear, Brown Bear,
What Do You see?” 20 times
over 20 days. If you’re in day
care or pre-school and you read
a book, it counts; if you come
to library story time, it counts.”
Earlier this month, the library

used a Sunday story time to
fete 32 children who’d reached
the 1,000-book threshold.
“My advice is to build reading

into your sleep routine,” said
Anne Maples, whose 4-year-
old son, Dean, was among

those celebrated. “When it’s
nap time, it’s time to read
books; when it’s bedtime, it’s
time to read books.”
Does Dean have a favorite

book? “Anything having to
do with trucks,” his mother
said, chuckling.
KelseyWeiss said it took her

family about a year to reach
the 1,000-book mark.
“A thousand books sounds

like a lot but if you read a
few books a night, you’ll get
there,” said Weiss. Willow,
her daughter, was among the
program’s graduates.
Willow’s favorite book? “At

the moment, probably the

Berenstain Bear books... or “Ivy
and Bean” or “Pinkalicious,”
Weiss said. “It changes.”
Willow and Dean regularly

attend the library’s “storytime”
sessions, during which they
sing, count, recite the alphabet,
identify colors and shapes, and
learn new words.

“Every activity we use during
our storytimes has a learning
component,” Allen said, noting
that the simple act of reading
aloud shows children how to
hold a book right-side-up, how
to turn pages left to right, and
how words are read from left
to right.

“These are all very essential

pre-reading skills that help
you learn to read,” she said.
The library hosts at least

one—sometimes two—story
time sessions every day of the
week. They are free and open
to all. To find the best story
time for your child, visit:
lplks.org/storytimes.
To sign up for “1000 Books

Before Kindergarten,” visit:
bit.ly/lpl1000bbk.
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The library’s 2019 inaugural graduating class with their well-deserved diplomas

By Dave Ranney
Friends Volunteer

1000 Books Before Kindergarten
is made possible by the

FRI Oct 25 | 10 AM–6 PM • SAT Oct 26 | 10 AM–6 PM • SUN Oct 27 | 12–4 PM

Lawrence Humane
Society Dog Adoptions
SAT | Oct 26 | 10 AM-2 PM
Lawrence Public Library
Bring an item to donate
from the LHS wish
list and get a coupon
for (1) free book from
the Friends Booksale.
What’s on the list? Visit:
lawrencehumane.org/
donate/wishlist/

Can we plant this
Friends Booksale
sign in your yard? If
you live on a busy street,
we’d love permission to
deliver and pick up this
helpful sign. Call Angela
Hyde at 785-843-3833 x
114 to set up a delivery.

Look for deals on
children’s books at
the Fall Booksale and
start building your own
1000-book home library!

Find the booksale, on
the Kentucky Street side
of the library.

BOOK
SALE
TIPS

Get first crack at the
goods by becoming a
Member before the sale
opens to the public:
lplfriends.org/be-a-friend

lplfriends.org
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